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RIGHT AND DUTY 


or 


UNITARIAN CHRISTIANS 
TO 
FORM SEPARATE SOCIETIES 
FOR 


RELIGIOUS WORSHIP. 





MY CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, 


We are this day-affembled upon a very folemn 
and interefting occafion: to open a houfe for the 
worthip of the One Truez ann Livine Gop, 
agreeably to the directions of his holy fervant and 
meflenger Jefus Chrift, in the room of one which 
upwardsof eleven years ago was demolifhed by law- 
lefs violence. Far be it from me, with a rafh un- 
hallowed hand, to tear open the wounds which are 
fcarcely clofed, or to revive a refentful recollection 
of thofe unhappy times, when law and jultice, — 
truth and charity, fell unprotected victims to. mer- 
cilefs bigotry and. to party rage: in confequence 
of which, one of the greateft philofophers whofe 
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names have adorned the annals of literature and 
{cience, one of the moft enlightened and ex- 
emplary of chriftian paftors, and oneof the beft of 
men, was driven from the bofom of his family, and 
from all his valuable literary and theological pur- 
fuits, and was ultimately conftrained to feek for 
refuge in the American wildernefs. 


Thanks be to God, the times are now greatly 
changed: the fpirit of conciliation and of peace hath | 
facceeded to the demon of difcord, of fufpicion, of 
rancour and of wrath. Thoufands 1 doubt not, who 
were either open and active partifans in thefe deeds 
of fhame, or who fecretly infiigated or rejoiced in 
them, now reflect upon their conduct with remorfe 
and horror; and can hardly believe that it was 
poffible for them to have been actuated by fo fa- 
vage a fpirit. And the deluded wretches, if any 
fach remain, who would yet do mifchief if it were 
in their power, are reprefiéd by the vigour of the 
Jaw, by the vigilance of the magiftrate, and by the 
returning fpirit of juftice and of liberty. I am 
even perfuaded that the diftinguithed character to 
whofe fufterings | have alluded might, if he pleafed, 
return in fafety, and obtain the complete fruition 
of his valedictory with, toend his days in honour 
and peace in the country which gave him birth *, 


* See Dr, Pricfiley’s Faft Sermon, Feb. 28th, 1794, Pre- 
* face, p> XK. 
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But this is an event not to be expeted*. The 
infirmities of advancing years preclude the hope 
of fo arduous an undertaking. And the many 
domeftic comforts with which he is furround- 
ed, the habits of life which he has formed, the 
high reputation which he poffeffes, the intimate 
friendfhip which fubfifts between himfelf and thofe 
great and good men who now condué the affairs 
of a vaftand enlightened empire, and the various 
important purfuits, both of a philofophical and a 
theological nature, in which he is engaged for the 
inftruction of mankind, which muft all be aban- 
doned if he fhould return to this country, may 
well reconcile his numerous friends and admirers: 
to his continued refidence on the American con- 
tinent, and reftrain them from withing, for their 


* Dr. Prieftley, in a letter lately received, expreffes himfelf 
upon this fubjeé in the following terms : . 
“‘ If any thing could tempt me to leave my prefent fituation, 


“it would be your kind invitation, and for the purpofe you men- 
“tion. But 1 am fatisfied that the works will be printed here 
» to more advantage than any where elfe: and at the fame time 
“*T fhall not be under the neceflity of abandoning my philofophi- 
“cal purfuits: and if this be done any more, it will be final. 
4* My health is fomething better; but I have no great. hope of | 
“its being what it was before my laft vifit to Philadelphia, 
“and I muft not a& upon the prefumption of it. I have given 
** up all thoughts of feeing you in this world; may we meet in 
“a better” 


* Viz. :the fappofed advantage of printing his works in England, 
B2 own 
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own perfonal gratification, to. deprive the philofo- 
phical and the chriftian world of the benefit of his 
prefent labours *. 


But it is pleafing to refle@, that though the pro- 
. feffors and the advocates of Truth are from time to 


* The friends of chriftian truth will be highly gratified by 
the information, that Dr. Prieftley, during his refidence in Ame= 
tica, has completed that valuable work, his Ecclefiaftical Hiftory 
to the prefent time, and likewife another work not inferior in im- 
portance, namely, Annotations upon ‘he Scriptures of the Old 
and New Teftament, ‘Thefe works are already in the prefs, and 
will be publithed with all convenient {peed. That venerable ad- 
vocate for the primitive faith, muft furely learn with great plea- 
fure, and mut regard it, not only asa ftriking proof of the high efti- 
mation in which his talents and virtues are held by the wife and 
good in this country, but likewife as an au{picious omen of the fu- 
ture acceptance and ufefulnefs of his publications, that hisintention 
of publithing was nofooner knownin thiscountry, than a voluntary 
fubfcription to the propofed works was immediately raifed among 
the friends of rational religion, which will completely indémnify 
the learned author for the expence of printing. That the illuf- 
trious nobleman, to whom the chriftian world is fo much in- 
debted for his patronage of Griefbach’s edition of the Greek 
Tcflament, fhould have taken the lead upon fuch an occafion, 
isno more than might naturally. have been expected, from his 
enlightened and generous zeal in the caufe of free enquiry, and 
to promote facred literature. I cannot, upon this occafion, re- 
frain from expreffing my ardent with, in common with all the 
friends of f{cripture criticifm, that the learned profeffor of Jena 
would no longer difappoint the eager expetation of the biblical 
ftudent, by continuing to delay the publication of the remain- 
dcr of his ineftimable work, 


time 
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time removed by ne or laid afide from: duty, 
or transferred to different pofts and fpheres of 
ufefulnets, the great cawse to which they are de- 
voted is immortal, and ever growing. The feed 
whichis fown by them is of celeftial origin ; and 
where it has taken root it thall grow, and thrive, 
and bloom, and bear fruit to everlatting life. This 
obfervation has been verified in thoufands of in- 
ftances, and it will, I doubt not, be fully accom- 
plithed in this place, and in this chriftian fociety. 
In fubfervience to which important end, permit 
me upon this occafion to requeft your attention to 
a few obfervations which I propofe to offer from 
thofe words of the apoftle which are found, 


2 Cor. vi. 16—18. 


And what agreement hath the temple of God with 

idols? for ye are the temple of the living God: as 

God hath fad, T will dwell in them, and walk in. 
them; and I will be their God, and they fball be my 

people. Wherefore come out from among them, and 
be ye feparate, faith the Lord, and touch not the 

unclean thing, and Iwill receive you, and will be 

a Father unto you: and ye foall be my fons and my 

daughters, faith the Lord Alinighty, 


Soon after the apoftle had left Corinth, where he 
had founded a very numerous and flourithing fo- 
ciety of chriftians, the Corinthian church, many 
of the members of which were but ill inftruded 

8 ; 10 
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in the principles and requifitions of chriftianity, 
began to fplit into a variety of parties and fac-. 
tions. Some of the new converts, in the heat of 
their zeal, were difpofed to unite the ritual of 
Mofes with the doétrine of Chrift, and thus to 
abridge their chriftian liberty. Thefe appear to: 
have ranged themfelyes under the banner of an: 
artful and eloquent teacher, who fet himfelf up 
in direct hoftility to the apostle. Others, on the 
contrary, feem to have been little better than 
half chri‘tians: at leaft they were defirous of 
living upon good terms with their opulent and fa- 
fhionable heathen neighbours ; and with this view 
they combined the worfhip of idols with the wor- 
fhip of the living God, and were equally ready to 
join a party, in a feaft upon a facrifice in a heathen 
temple, and in the chriflian eucharift : and upon 
both accafions they were difpofed to eat and drink 
to a difgraceful-excefs *. Some indeed pleaded | 
the innocence of the practice, ‘being themfelves 
convinced of the abfolute nullity of the heathen 
gods: while others, in connexion with their chrif 
tian principles, ftill retained a tincture of heathen 
fuperftition.. And in them the idol’s feaft, and 
tie Lord’s fupper, were equally acts of religious 
homage-}. 


Neverthelefs, as fome difference of opinion fub- 
fifted among them upon this fubjed, they thought 


* 1 Cor. xi, 21, + 1 Cor. viii, 7. 
proper 
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proper to apply to the apoftle for advice ; though, 
as it appears from the extracts which he inferts 
from their letter to him in his firft epiftle to the 
Corinthians*, they were fo well fatisfied upon the 
whole with their own opinions and_ practices, or 
they regarded the fubject in a light of fuch indif- 
ference, that they hardly thought it a matter of 
fufficient confequence, or difficulty, to give him 
any trouble upon the fubject.. The apoftle, how- 
ever, viewed the cafe in a much more ferious 
light than they apprehended. And though he 
wifely difcourages fuperftitious fcrupulofity, and 
allows that in certain cafes it might be no violation 
of chriftian principles to partake of the flefh of a 
victim which had been facrificed to a heathen 
deity +, he neverthelefs ftricily prohibits, in the 
moft pointed and explicit terms, all participation 
of an idol’s feaft in an idol’s temple, as being it- 
felfa direct act of idolatry ; which, if it could even 
be fuppofed innocent in a perfon of an enlight- 
ened underftanding, who was perfectly convinced 


* 1 Cor. viii. 1.4. 6—8. Thefe verfes, in which the plural 
number is ufed, are evidently extra¢ts from the letter which the 
Corinthians had written to the apoftle, and exprefs their fenti- 
ments upon the point in queftion. ‘Ihe intermediate and fubfe- 
quent claufes contain the apoltle’s remarks and animadverfions. 
This clue to the interpretation makes the whole chapter intelligi- 
ble, confiftent, and pertinent to the apoftle’s defign, which 
would otherwife be ob cure and felf-contradi¢tory, See bifhop 
Pearce’s Commentary upon the place. 


+ 2 Cor, 4,25. 27. . 
| of 
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of the abfolute nullity sof the objects of populat 
worfhip, was neverthelefs an act of the moft dan- 
gerous and enfnaring tendency *. This: isthe advice 
which he gives at large im his firft epiftle to the » 
Corinthian church, which was written at Ephefus 
in reply to a letter of enquiries which he had 
received from them. And in this fecond epifile, 
written from Macedonia upwards of twelve months 
afterwards, he takes up the fubject again; and 
after having reprefented to the Corinthians his 
own inflexible firmnefs in the profeffion of chrif- 
tian truth, and in the execution of his apoftolical 
commiflion, amidft fatigue, oppofition, difficulty, 
and danger, he again folemnly charges them after 
his example, at whatever hazard, to withdraw ab- 
folutely and totally from heathen worfhip, the at- 
tendance upon which was utterly irreconcileable to 
chriftian principles, and in the greateft degree de- 
rogatory from. their chriflian charaCer. 


“* Be not unequally ycked with unbelievers :” 
be not aflociated with them in their vices, nor in 
their worfhip. “ For what fellowfhip hath righte- 
oufnefs with unrighteoufnefs ?” How can any one 
who.hath entered himfelf into the gofpel covenant, | 
who is entitled to its privileges, and fubje¢t to its 
obligations, be a proper affociate in religious wor- 


* 1 Cor. vili. 9. 13..x. 16.22, 
$2 Cor, vi. 14. See Locke upon the place. 
. fhip 
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fhip with ignorant, vicious, idolatrous heathen? 
** What communion hath light with darknefs?” 
How can the chriftian who is inftra@ed in the 
knowledge of God, in the nature of duty, and: 
in the doctrine of a future life, hold intcrcourfe > 
ina religious fervice with a worfhipper of dead 
-men, the blind deluded votary of dumb and fenfe- 
lefs idols? “ What concord hath Chrift with 
Belial * 2?” What point of agreement can there be 
between the rational fimplicity of chriftian wor 
fhip, and the abfurd mummery, or grofs profligacy 
of the fervice of an idol temple? “‘ Or what part 
hath a believer with an unbeliever ?” Chriftians 
and idolaters have no common principles, and 


therefore can have no common worfhip. 
; 


“‘ What agreement hath the temple of God 
with idols?” You would not furely prefume to 
fet up a heathen idol in a temple confecrated to 
the true God: yet this you in effect do when you 
join in heathen worfhip. “ For you are yourfelves. 
the temples of the living God.” You are by pro- 
feffion confecrated to God, and God doth by the 
holy fpirit imparted to you, as it were, take up his 
refidence in you: fo that you are in an important 
and peculiar fenfe the fanctuary of God. For you 
therefore to join in idol worthip is to profane the 
houfe of God: it is to introduce a rival into bis 
living temple, to fupplant him in his altar and in 

wees PGs t Ver. 16, 
c his 
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his throne. The language which God is faid to 
have addreffed to his antient people the Jews, when 
he firft took them into covenant, he now addreffes 
to you, who by the chriftian difpenfation are in- 
troduced into a new and a better covenant. 
** God hath faid, I will dwell in them, andI will 
walk among them, and I will be their God, and 
they fhall be my people *.” So that you are by 
profefiion devoted to God: you are his property, 
his people, his fervants. He has entered his claim 
to you, and you by your profeffion of chriftianity 
acknowledge his claim: you avow him as your 
fovereign and your God; the only object of your 
religious homage, and the centre of your beft af- 
feGtions. Sothat you cannot apoftatize to heathen 
worfhip without violating your moft folemn obli- 
gations, and forfeiting your moft valuable privileges 
and hopes. 


Ido therefore +,,continues the venerable apoftle, 
moft folerinly charge you in the language of the 
prophet Ifaiah, when he faw in vifion the happy 
releafe of his countrymen from the: Babylonian 
captivity, “ Come out from among them, and 
be ye feparatef.”” Break off immediately all your 
idolatrous conne¢tions, and your heathen. prac- 
tices; and, whatever civil intercourfe it may be 
neceflary or expedient to maintain with your un- 
converted neighbours, hold no communion what- 


* Lev, xxvi. 12. $2 Cor. vi, 17. $ Tfaiah lii. 11. 
ever 
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ever with them in their religious rites. “ Touch 
not the unclean thing.” Abftain altogether and 

without referve from every act of idolatry, what- 

ever plaufible pretences may be fuggefted for your. 
- conformity to them. ‘ And I will receive you.” 

Your heathen neighbours with whom you have 

_ been ufed to affociate, and in whofe idolatrous 

banquetings and revellings you havé, been ac-' 
cuftomed to partake, will, no doubt, be offended 

at your conduct: they will exclude you from their 

fociety, and in all probability will revile and per- 

fecute you. But, if they reject you, I will receive 

you. If father and mother forfake you, I will take 

you-up." And I will be a father to you, and 

ye fhall be my fons and my daughters, faith the 

Lord Almighty *.” I will give you ample compen- 

fation for every lofs which you may fuftain, for 

every injury which you may endure, for a faithful 

adherence to truth and virtue, and I will provide 

an inheritance for you of more value than all the 

treafures of the earth. The promife which wifdom, 
hath made, omnipotence fhall fulfill. 


The important conclufion which the apoftle 
draws from the premifes he has advanced is this. 
‘“« Having therefore thefe promifes, dearly beloved, 
let us cleanfe ourfelves from all pollution of thefleth 
and fpirit, perfecting holinefs in the fear of God }.” 


* 2Cor. vi, 18. + 2Cor. vii, 1. 
Cc 2 That 
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That is, in cheerful dependence upon the di- 
vine promifes, and in obedience to the divine com- 
-mand, let us immediately renounce. all idola- 
trous worfhip, let us inftantly and for ever abjure 
all thofe evil practices which are fo frequently 
connected with it; and let us continually afpire 
after that perfection of character which the gofpel 
requires, and which is the genuine effect of that 
pure and fpiritual worfhip which it enjoins. Such 
a condu will probably coft fome temporary facri- 
fice, but let us reft affured that we fhall not ulti- 
mately be lofers by it. : 


The application of the apoftle’s advice to the cir- 
cumftances of the prefent occafion is obvious and 
firiking. Weare now affembled to open a place 
of meeting for religious worfhip, feparate from the 
great body of profeffing chriftians in this coun- 
try, whether of the eftablifhed church, or among 
the various defcriptions of diffenters: and we juf- 
tify our conduct upon the fame principles upon 
which the primitive chriftians vindicated their de- 
parture from the worfhip of their heathen an- 
ceftors. . 


_It is not intended to reprefent the two cafes as 
upon a level. No: very far from it indeed! Hea- 
then idolatry was infeparably conneCed with vi- 
cious practice. It generated the moft abominable 
crimes, perverted the moral fenfe, and degraded 

‘ the 
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the human chara@ter.. Hence it was that the 
prophets of the true God were {fo frequent, loud, 
and vehement in their declamations againft’ the 
idolatry of the furrounding nations. Chriftian 
idolatry in its worft fate, even in the darkeft ages 
of popery, never equalled the enormities of heathen 
worfhip, except in thofe inftances, too numerous 
indeed, in which it taught that the moft accept- 
able. offering which could be prefented to the 
God of their adoration confifted in the groans and 
fufferings of their infulted, perfecuted, and flaugh- 
tered fellow-creatures. It is but juftice to fay, 
that thefe.favage and unchriftian practices are 
greatly correcled even in the church of Rome 
herfelf; and the errors of proteftant churches, how 
widely foever they may deviate from the fimplicity 
of chriftian truth, are not in general directly pro- 
ductive of vice and immorality. 


But though the arguments for opening of fepa- 
rate places of affembling for religious worfhip be 
not fo palpable and glaring under proteftant efta- 
blifhments of chriftianity, as under the public in- 
{titutions of heathen idolatry, they are neverthelefs 
of great weight, and muft command the affent and 
approbation of all who duly and deliberately con- 
- fider them. 


Different minds are differently conftituted and 
difciplined ; 
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difciplined ; and therefore, arguments which ap- 
pear of the greateft weight to one are fometimes 
of little value in the eftimation of another, becaufe 
of the different lights in which they are appre- 
hended, and the different principles and prejudices 
with which their underftandings are imbued. 


There are many who call in queftion the ExPE- 
DIENCE, and even the LawFruLnegss, of all crvin 
ESTABLISHMENTS OF RELIGION, and who entirely 
difapprove of the interference of the magiftrate in 
ecclefiaftical concerns, in every form, and in every ~ 
degree. And upon this principle, if the very fy- 
fiern of faith which they receive, andthe very mode 
of worfhip which they beft approve, were efta- 
blifhed by law, they muft neverthelefs diffent from 
it, becaufe they regard every interference of the 
civil magiftrate, as derogatory from the authority 
of Chrift, the fole head and governor of the 
church. : 


It is certain that Chrift has no where committed 
his church to the protection of the civil power, 
nor is the magiftrate placed in a fituation which ~ 
qualifies him to diftinguifh accurately between 
truth and error; and where his decifion is erro- 
neous, as it muft commonly be, the countenance 
of the magiftrate operates as a premium for the 
fuppreffion of truth, and the encouragement of 

error, 
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error. Alfo, civil governments being a contrivance 
of human wifdom for the prefervation of the pub- 
lic peace, it may be regarded as a fort of perver- 
fion of the public refources to apply them to the 
fupport of an exclufive theological fyftem. And. 
if we confider the queftion as a practical cafe, and 
judge of the utility of civil eftablifhments of re- 
ligion by experience, which is unqueftionably 
the beft and fafeft guide, we fhall find in fad, 
that religion has never fucceeded better, or pro- 
duced more extenfive and beneficial effects, than 
when it has been unprotected, or even perfe- 
cuted, by the ftate ; and that the interference of the 
civil power has been, if not the fource, at leaft 
the main fupport, of all the corruptions of moral 
truth, and of thofe abfurd and pernicious doctrines 
and practices which have deformed and difgraced 
the chriftian religion: and above all, it has been 
the sone cause of all the favage and fanguinary 
perfecutions which have prevailed in the world. 
For ecclefiaftical anathemas would have had little 
effect in difturbing the peace of fociety, had they 
not been feconded and fupported by the fecular 
arm. ~ From thefe confiderations it feems natural 
to conclude, that all aid to religion from the civil 
power is ufclefs, and that it has in fact proved 
highly injurious to the fimplicity, the fpirit, and 
the fuccefs of the gofpel. 


a 
Never- 
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Neverthelefs, it muft on the other hand be ad» 
mitted, that if Chrift has not required, fo neither 
has he abfolutely prohibited, the patronage of the 
civil power ; and many very plaufible arguments 
may be urged in favour of public inflitutions for 
the purpofe of moral and religious inftru@tion. And 
I am even ready to concede, that a public fyftem 
for the inftru@ion of the members of a commu- 
nity in virtue and religion, may be contrived with 
fuch wifdom, conducted. with fuch integrity and 
liberality, and productive of fo much benefit 
to fociety, that I fhould cheerfully acquiefce 
in it, and fhould not feel myfelf authorifed to 
diffent from fuch an eftablifhment, merely becaufe 
it was an emanation from the civil power. 

Again, there are many who feparate from a na- 
tional church, becaufe they apprehend that Chrift 
has infiituted a particular form of ECCLESIASTICAL 
DISCIPLINE, different from that which is prefcribed 
by the ftate. Some, for example, believe that p10- 
CESAN EPIscopacy is of divine right, and that no 
perfon is properly authorifed or qualified to ad- 
minifter chriftian ordinances who has not been or- 
dained by the hands of a bifhop. Others contend 
for the divine origin of the prusByrreRian dif 
cipline : while others again maintain that Chrift 
has conftituted every diftinét voluntary fociety of 
chriftians an InDEPENDENT church, fully compe- 

i> tent 
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tent to appoint its own officers, and to regulate its 
own concerns without any foreign influence or 
controul. ‘ 

Upon this ground the puritans of a former age 
diffented from an eftablifhed epifcopalian church. 
They made no objection to eftablifhments as fuch; 
but they contended that their own form of eccle- 
fiaftieal polity was the only one which made a 
valid claim to adivine right, and therefore was the 
only form which the magiftrate was authorifed to 
protect and patronize. It was upon this pretence — 
that the epifcopalians were put down by the pref 
byterians, who, for the fame reafon, were in their 
_turn difplaced by the independents. 


To me this controverfy concerning ecclefiatftical 
difcipline has long appeared comparatively trivial. 
It is the glory of the chriftian religion, and a pre- 
fumptive arguinent of its divine authority, and 
ultimate univerfality, that no form of church go- 
vernment, or ecclefiaftical difcipline, was ever 
preferibed as of univerfal and perpetual obliga- 
tion upon the community of chriftians: All who 
profefs their faith in the divine miffion of Jefus 
Chrift, and who live in the expectation. of a future 
life founded upon the refurrection of their great 
mafter from the grave, are the ack ‘nowledged 
members of his yifible church, And fuch perfons 
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are left at full liberty to regulate the external 
form of the religious focieties of which they may 
be refpectively members, as they may judge to be: 
moft expedient. 


If, therefore, one body of profeffing chriftians 
judge it to be molt conducive to chriftian edifica- 
tion to place the fpiritual direction of their feverak 
focieties in the hands of officers of different ranks 
and powers, rifing in regular gradation, from the 
parifh prieft, to the bifhop of a diocefe, and the 
metropolitan of a province, or a nation, there is 
nothing in this order of things which militates’, 
againft any exprefs precept or injunGion of 
Chrift: and while this form of ecclefiaftical difci- 
pline is recommended upon the ground of expe- 
dicnce, as a human inftitution, and not impofed as 
of divine authority, and of indifpenfable obliga- 
tion, it would in my apprehenfion conflitute no 
fuficient ground for feparation from a ehriftian 
community. . 


If another defeription of chriftians fhould think 
it expedient, that the paftors of feparate congre- 
gations fhould from time to time affemble to con- 
fult together for the benefit of their refpective 
churches, and to form rules for their regular dif- 
cipline ; and if the members of thofe focieties are 
willing to be fo directed ; if it fhould be further 
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thought advifeable that deputations from a certain 
number of thefe pretbyteries fhould conftitute a 
fynod, and that the reprefentatives of fynods 
fhould form a general aflembly, which fhould ex- 
ercife a prudent fuperintendence over the febor- 
dinate meetings; there appears to be no fubftan- 
tial reafon, and I am fure there is no {criptural 
ebfiacle, to prevent fuch perfons from acting up 
to their judgement-and conviGtion, and forming a 
fyftem of ecclefialtical difcipline in con formity to 
thefe views. It may indeed have its ufe. It may, 
from local circumftances, be better adapted to fome 
fituations, and to fome focieties, than any other 
mode of church government would be. Let 
thofe who approve it, adopt it. They have a right 
to follow the dictates of their underftandings in 
this inftance: chriftianity is a law of liberty : but 
let them not impofe upon the confciences of 
others, an inftitution of human wifdom as an or- 
dinance.of Chrift. 


Further, if religious worfhip is regarded by any 
number of chriftians as a bufinefs in which all of- 
tentatien is to be carefully avoided, anda mode 
fimplicity is to be chiefly confulted: if under 
thefe impreffions they form themfclves into di- 
_ fiinct focieties, holding, indeed, communion with, 
but acknowledging no dependence upon, any 
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other individual or fociety of chriftians whatever : 
if they appoint their own officers and teachers, 
either from their own body, or from fome ap- 
proved {chool of learning, and place of previous 
education ; and if they fettle all the rituals of wor- 
fhip and forms of difcipline amongit themfelves, 
without recourfe to any foreign arbitration: they 
have a right, as the difciples of Chiift ftanding faft 
in the liberty with which he has made them free, | 
to a@ according to their own judgment and dif 
cretion in this ‘cafe; and to purfue their own 
fchemes without moleftation, while they keep 
within the limits of the public peace. This feems 
to have been the original conflitution of the apo- 
ftolic churches, and was no doubt well adapted to 
the infant ftate of the chriftian community ; 
though it cannot be inferred that it was the in- 
tention of the founder of the chriftian faith, that 
this fimple form of ecclefiaftical polity fhould be 
obligatory upon all the profefiors of the chriftian 
religion to the end of time. Ys 


Upon the whole, therefore, where any particu- 
lar form of ecclefiaftical difcipline is not impofed 
as of divine authority, but fimply propofed as a 
matter of expedience, I freely confefs, that it 
would not with.me be an argument of fufficient 
weight, to induce a feparation from a national 
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church: and the fame obfervation is equally ap- 
plicable to the ufe of unexceptionable liturgies, and 
public forms of prayer. 


Thefe however are the points upon which the 
principal ftrefs of the argument for diflenting 
from the eftablifhed worfhip of this country, has 
commonly been laid, and upon which the great 
majority of thofe who at this day feparate them- 
felves from the national church reft their vindicar 
tion. They either difapprove-of civil. eftablith- 
ments of religion as fuch, or they regard-diocefan 
epifcopacy, and forms of prayer, as unferiptural, as 
a violation of chriftian liberty, and a reftraint upon 
the holy fpirit. Nor ought fuch objections to be 
reprefented as altogether frivolous andweak. For 
the right of private judgement extends to the im~- 
portance as well as to the truth of a fubject.in quef- 
tion: and whatever errors chriftians may labour 
under, after having confcientioufly employed the 
beft means and opportunities of information, it is 
their duty to a@ according to their own views of 
the cafe. And if for any reafons which they judge 
to be fufficient, they cannot in con{cience fubmit to 
the terms of communion with the national church, 
they have a right, and as rational and account- 
able creatures, as chriftians and as proteftants, it 1s 
their indifpenfable duty, peaceably to withdraw, 

and 
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and to worfhip the God of their fathers in the way 
-which their own judgement and confcience may 
prefcribe, 


Neverthelefs, it cannot be doubted, that differ- 
ences of opinion concerning modes of worfhip are 
of little confequence in comparifon with piver- 
SITY OF SENTIMENT with regard to the opyjecT oF 
worsuipP: and it is,upon this ftrong ground that 
we, my friends, who are affembled upon the prefent 
occafion, not only claim it as ah indefeafible right, 
but regard it as a duty which we are not at liberty 
to evade, to withdraw from the communion, not 
only of the national church, but even of the great 
body of profeffing chriftians; and to affemble to- 
gether in feparate focieties, that we may worfhip 
the oNE TRUE Gop in the way which appears to 
us to be moft agreeable to the ditates of reafon, 
and to the inftructions of the gofpel. 


The great mafs of what is called the chriftian 
world entertain opinions concerning the onsncTor 
RELIGIOUS worsHIP which to us appear to be un- 
founded in truth, and unfupported by {cripture, 
and which are ‘even repugnant to the plaineft ° 
dictates both of reafon and revelation. The 
main body of profeffing chriftians belicve that 
there are three equal perfons in the unity of the 

: godhead, 
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godhead, to each of whom we are under equat 
obligations, and all of whom are equally entitled 
to our religious homage and worfhip. Others, ac- 
knowledging'the holy fpirit to be a divine energy, 
and not a real perfon, contend only for the equa- 
lity of the Son with the Father. So that with 
them there are two perfons in the godhead. Some 
maintain that the Supreme Being firft created one 
great fpirit endued with all communicable attri- 
butes and powers, and that to this extraordinary 
perfon he has delegated the charge of creating, 
fupporting, and governing the univerfe *, or at 
leaft, which is to every practical purpofe the fame 
to us, of this diftri€t which we inhabit +, leaving 
to himfelf, it fhould feem, no concern but that 

of an inactive fpetator; and requiring that all | 
creatures fhould bow down to this delegated 
agent {. Others, again, ftill more remote, if not 
from 


* See Dr. Clarke’s Scripture Dotrine of the Trinity, part i. 
c. 11. p. ii. fect. 26. 

+ See Dr. Price’s Sermons, No. IV. Dr. Price indeed does 
not allow that the Logos poflefled a power of creation from no- 
thing, which he thinks peculiar to omnipotence. P. 144. This, 
however, is an arbitrary diftinction. 

+ Dr. Price denies that religious worthip fhould be paid to 
this being, who is the delegated maker of the world and its in- 
habitants. His words are, “It is an effential point of religion 
“¢ with me, to worthip Godonly.” P. 143. Dr. Prieftley, in his 
Letters to Dr. Price, admirably poles out the inconfiftency of 
denying religious homage to a being who is the Lord our maker, 

‘ the 
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from truth, at leaft from ‘probability, have believed _ 
that a mere human being, as the reward of diftin« 

_ guifhed merit, has been exalted to fupreme and 
univerfal dominion, and is entitled to fhare in 
divine honours. So that, in fact, they worfhip 2 
deified man*, . 


We, my chriftian friends, have, I truft, learn= 
ed a very different leffon concerning the nature 
and the chara&er of the great object of reli- 
gious worfhip. In the phenomena of nature 
we can difcover no traces of more than one go« 
verning power, and will, and wifdem. And in 
the chriftian feriptures we are exprefsly taught 
thate there is Ons Gop, and there is none other 
but he f:” and “ one mediator between God and 
man, the Maw Curisr Jesus tf.” 


the former and fupporter of all things. Lett. iv. p. 113. 117. 
Dr. Clarke with greater confifttency pleads for the worfhip of 
Chrift.. Clarke's Script. Doétrine, part i. c. 2. fee 4. part. ii. 
ieerron: 

* Such. was the doétrine of the Polifh Socinians. Chriftus ad 
dextram Dei, in ccelis collocatus, etiam ab angelis adorandus 
eft. Catech. Ecclef. Polon. § 4. Qmnem in ccelo et in terra 
poteftatem accepit; et.omnia, Deo folo excepto, ejus pedibus 
funt fubjeGta.. Ibid... Dr. Price jufily remarks upon this doc- 
trine, that it not only renders the icripture unintelligible, but _ 
ebriftianity itfelf incredible ;. and that there is not even in Atha- 
nafianifm any thing more extravagant. Serm. De Lag 5b, 
Eis doStrine is I be! ibaa univerfally abandoned. 

Mark mil, 325 pb Tim. ties, 
Con- 
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‘Concerning this illuftrious perfon we believe, 
as we are taught, that he was ‘‘ a man approved of 
God by figns and wonders, and gifts of the holy 
{pirit*;” that he was the greateft of all the prophets 
and mefiengers of God ¢; and that he was com- 
miffioned upon an errand of the higheft importance 
to mankind. We believe that he taught the fo- 
lemn.truth, that “ there will be a refurrection of the 
dead, both of the juft and the unjuft f,” when all 
will be rewarded according to their works §: and 
that he fully eftablifhed this doctrine by his own 
triumphant refurrection from the grave. 


We do not believe that Jefus Chrift exifted 
before he came into this world. We do not be- 
lieve that he is God equal with the Father, We 
do not believe that he was delegated to the office 
of forming, fupporting, and governing the world. — 
We do not believe that he voluntarily aflumed 
human nature to pacify the Father’s wrath, and 
to make atonement for fin. Highly as we think 
of the excellence of his character, of the tran- 


* A&s ii, 22. 

+ See Heb. ch. i. where the word angels throughout the whole 
chapter thould be rendered mefiengers: it being the defign of 
the writer to prove the fuperiority of the founder of the chriftian. 
difpenfation to all former prophets and meflengers of God. See 
Mr. Wakefield’s Tranflation. 

t Adts xxiv. 15. § Rev. xxv 12, 13. 
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icendent dignity of his office, and of our unfpeak- 
able obligations to him, we do not believe that 
he is in any fenfe the object of religious worthip ; 
and we are perfuaded that nothing could be more 
offenfive to him now in his exalted, as formerly 
in his humble ftate, than to fee his profeffed fol- 
lowers addrefling to him that devout homage 
which ,he has exprefsly taught them to pay, and 
to limit, to that infinite Being, who is “ his Father, 
and their Father, his.God, and their God.” It js 
therefore impoffible that with thefe views we 
fhould unite in worfhip with any fociety of ebrif= 
tians who addrefs religious worthip to any other 
perfon than the Father only. We cannot but re- 
gard fuch worfbip as wholly unauthorized, as irra- 
tional, as unfcriptural, as antichriftian, as in. a 
certain fenfe even idolatrous.. For it is paying 
divine honours to one whom, however dignified by 
office or charaéter, we believe to be a mere crea~ 
ture, a human being, a man like ourfelves, once 
compafied with infirmities, and who in his exalted 
fiate remains infinitely fhort of fupreme deity. 
And whatever excufe may be made for unavoid- 
able ignorance, for fixed habits, for early and in- 
furmountable prejudicé, fuch worfhip as this 
would in us, who have been taught to correct our 
errors in do@trine and practice by the ftandard of 
af “the {criptures, be pothing lefs than a folemn 
mockery 
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mockery of God, an infult upon the Lord our 


maker, a treacherous defertion of truth, a renun-— 
ciation of the chriftian faith. 


What then is left for us, if we would join in 
focial worfhip at all, and the importance and 
obligation of this duty is furely too evident to 
be called in queftion, but that we peaceably with- 
draw from all affemblies of profefling chriftians, 
whether eftablifhed by law or otherwife, who 
hold thefe erroneous principles, and who adopt 
‘thefe unfcriptural pra@tices, and aflociate with 
thofe chriftians whofe judgments are more enlight- 
ened upon thefe important fubjects, and who limit 
their addreffes to the one God and Father of all. 
To us chriftians is that folemn charge addrefled, 
and O that it may be duly felt, and ferioufly 
regarded by us! “ Come out from among them, 
and be ye feparate, faith the Lord: touch not 
the unclean thing: and I will receive you: andl 
will be a Father to you, and ye fhall be my fons 
and my daughters, faith the Lord Almighty.” 


I cannot conceive a cafe more clear and more 
unequivocal than this. If we are not altogether 
tied up from enquiring and from judging in the 
concerns of religion; if we are not abfolutely 
prohibited from profefling what we believe, and 
from acting up to our convictions of duty; 
: E 2 if 
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if there be fuch a thing as the right of private 
judgment ; if there be fuch a privilege as liber. 
ty of confcience, and religious toleration ; we 
maft be juftified in a peaceable feparation from 
the great body of our fellow chriftians, and ap- 
proved in forming feparate affemblies, and in 
opening feparate places for Unitarian worfhip. 


It has indeed been afked, whether we cannot 
attend the public fervices of religion, whether we 
cannot join in thofe parts which we approve, and 
JSufpend the affent, where the underftanding, or the 
confcience is offended. I anfwer, No: for this . 
would be an unworthy tampering with reafon and 
with confcience, a defertion of truth, and enfnar- 
ing of others. The apoftle Paul has indeed, in a 
_manner, decided the cafe. “ We know,” faid 
the vain Corinthians, “ that an idol is nothing in 
the world,” and that “ meats are indifferent, and 
recommend us not to God*.” Hence they inferred — 
that they might fafely and innocently partake of 
the offered vidim. But what faith the apofile ? 
Does he approve of this temporizing conduc? 
of this occafional conformity? No. “ There ‘is 
-not,” faith he, “ in all perfons, this knowledge +.” 
‘The weak and the uninformed perfon does that 
confcientioufly, which you do in appearance only, 
and by your example he will be feduced into ido- 


peetecor. vill, 4:8, Seethe note page 7. + Ver. 7.10, 11. 
od : latry. 


latry. Deftroy not thy brother, “ for whom Chrift 
died.” And, by parity of reafon, if others fee 
you, who acknowledge but one object of worfhip, 
joining in a fervice in which two or more perfons 
are invoked as Gods, they by your example will 
be encouraged to do the fame; and from errors of 
doGtrine and of worfhip they may be gradually 
led on to errors of practice, and who can fay where 
it will end? Defiroy not then thy brother, for 
whom Chrift died ; and cautioufly abfiain trom 
a practice which, if it were mnnocent in you, which 
‘it is not, would undoubtedly tend to miflead and 
‘to enfnare others. | 


It has been further objected, that by feparation 
from the great body of profefling chriftians we 
violate the peace of the church. And to this charge, 
we are confirained, in fome degree, to plead guilty. 
We do indeed avow ourfelves to be the dilciples 
of him who declared that he “ came not to fend 
peace on earth, but a fword*.” We infringe the 
peace of the church, as Jefus himfelf infringed it, 
who was charged with blafphemy againft God, 
and treafon againft Cefart.. We violate peace as 
the apoftles did, who were “ ringleaders of the 
hated fect of the Nazarenes [,” and who were ac- 
cufed, wherever they went, of “ turning the world 


* Matt. x. 34. ¢ Matt. xxvi. 65. John xix. 7.12. 
t Ads xxiv. 5, 6. 
upfide 
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‘upfide down*.” We break the peace of the 
church as the reformers broke it, when they bold- 
ly, at the hazard of their fortunes, their liberties, 
and their lives, expofed the monftrous errors and 
blafphemies of the church of Rome, and produced 
that celebrated fchifn which comprehends the 
great body of the reformed church, and. which 
eftablifhed beyond all controverfy, that grand pro- 
tefiant principle which is the foundation of all in- 
tellectual and moral improvement, the right of 
private judgement in the concerns of religion. 
Peace is good, but Truth is'better. And the war of 
controverfy, is more to be defired than the peace of 
ignorance. It is by difcuffion only that we elicit 
truth, which alone will be ultimately productive of 
honourable, permanent,and univerfal peace. But 
though by fair difcuflion, and by a confcientious 
feparation, we confefs that we may be faid in fome 
degree to violate the peace of the church, in every 
other fenfe we difclaim the charge. Important as 
we deem thofe principles to be in which we differ 
from the body of profefling chriftians, we defire 
not to promulgate them by any other means than 
by candid argumentation: and confident in the 
energy and the eventual triumph of truth, we dif- 
dain the mean and unchriftian arts of falfehood, 
calumny, and perfecution,. The weapons of our 
warfare are not carngl, but we nen TuRBPY 


% Ail xi, 6, sath 
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through God to the demolition of the ftrong holds 
of error. 


In feparating from the great mafs of the chrif- 
tian world, we are charged by fome with the 
guilt of febifm. But furely, if there be any crimina- 
lity in holding feparate affemblies for religious 
worthip, the guilt lies with thofe who nae and 
who pertinacioufly infift upon unfcriptural terms 
of communion; not with thofe who remonfirate - 
againft them, and who peaceably withdraw when 
they cannot confcientioufly attend*. 


The unity of the church is by fome efteemed to 
be an obje&t of great importance. But the unity 
for which they plead was never intended by divine 
providence : it is itfelf of no value, and can never’ 
exift but in a ftate of deplorable ignorance, anda 
total and difgraceful flagnation of the intellectual 
faculties. From the earlieft times, in the primi- 
tive age, and even among the apoftles themfelves, 
differences of opinion fubfifted, and the chriftian 
church was divided into parties concerning the 
perpetuity and univerfal obligation of the Mofaic 
’ yitual ¢, and probably concerning the obfervation 
of the anniverfary of me -erucifixion and refyr- 


* Bed bifhop Jeremy bak 8 Lieny of Prophefying, fe&. 226 


T Gal. ii. Q. 11. 18. . 
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rection of Jefus*. The chriftian unity which | 
~alone is truly valuable is that unity of fpirit, that 

fraternal love, that temper of meeknefs, charity, | 

and candour, which may fubfift among chriftians” 
_ who differ moft widely in their fpeculative opi- 

nions, and which is diametrically oppofite to that 

flaming, furious zeal, which requires univerfal uni- 
formity of religious principles, and which denies 
the name and the privileges of chriftians to thofe 
who differ, however honeftly, from its own arbi- 
trary, and commonly, erroneous creed. 


Tt has been faid, that the points on which we 
differ, are wot effential, and therefore do not lay a 


* The eaftern and the weftern churches both pleaded the au- 
thority and example of the apoftles, in defence of the different 
days, on which they obferved the pafchal feaft; the eaftera 
churches appealing to the authority of John, and the weftern to 
that of Péter and Paul. Both probably were right. The apoftles, 
not laying any firefs upon the exaét time in which the anniver- 
fary of the refurreétion of Jefus was celebrated, might obferve it 
upon different days. This trivial controverfy was foon {welled 
into great magnitude. For though, at the beginning of the fe- 
cond century, Anicetus and Polycarp, when they were unable to 
convince each other, could neverthelefs differ amicably upon the 
fubject, and hold communion with each other; before the con- 
clufion of the fame century, the haughty Vidor, a fucceffor of 
Anicetus in the fee of Rome, excommunicated all the eaftern 
churches for obferving Eafter on the wrong day. For which vio- 
Jent procedure, he was very juftly and feverely reprimanded by Ire~ 
nzus in an admirable letter, a fragment of which is preferved by 
Eufebius. Eccl. Hift, lib. v. cap. 24, 
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juft foundation for feparating ourfelves from our 
fellow chriftians. But this charge is vague and 
‘indeterminate. Is it meant that right apprehen- 
fions of the points in queftion are not neceflary to 
falvation ? Of this perhaps we are not competent 
to judge. But though we are far from affirming 
that unavoidable errors in judgement will entail 
future condemnation, we nevertheless feel a 
thorough conviion, that truth and honour, unful- 
lied integrity, and chriftian fortitude, are ne-~ 
ceflary {o infpire us with confidence in the 
prefence of our mafter and our judge. And 
while that awful declaration is founding in 
our ears, ‘‘ If any man is afhamed of me 
and of my words, of him hall the fon of man be 
afhamed when he appears in his glory *,” we dare 
not, for any fecular confideration whatfoever, dif- 
femble our principles, and {pread a veil over chrif- 
tian truth. If the doctrines which we avow be 
not effential to falvation, the fearlefs profeffion of 
them, when we are convinced of their truth, is, in 
our judgement at leaft, effential to honefty and to 
good fenfe, to fimplicity, confiftency, and true 
dignity of charaGter, to peace of mind and moral 
improvement, to the approbation of our final 
judge, and to the fuccefs of the gofpel in the 
world. 


We know that, by feparating ourfelyes from the 


* Luke ix. 26, 
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great body of chriftians upon the grounds which 
have been ‘fated, we incur great reproach. We 
are reprefented by many as degrading the go- 
fpel and its glorious author, and as denying 
the Lord that bought us *. We are reviled as: 
fchifmatics, heretics, and apoftates, as  deifts, 
atheifts, and infidels: we are caft out of the 
church, we are refufed the honourable name of 
chriftians, and are reprefented as difturbers of thé 
public peace, and unworthy of the protection of the 
civil power. “ So reviled they, fo perfecuted they 
the prophets that were before us-(:” fo rejected 
they the great Teacher of truth himfelf, out 
matter, our pattern, and our judge. Therefore, 
Jet none of thefe things move us. If men reproach 
us, God is witnefs to our innocence. If our bre+ 
thren exclude us from communion, and caft us out 
_ of their affemblies, God will receive us. If they 
fcorn, ke approves : and if they defert us, ‘ he will 
be a Father to us, and we fhall be his fons and his 
daughters.” And “ if God be for us, who can be 
againtt us >” or of what can we be afraid ? 


Of civil perfecution, the tolerant fpirit of the 
times will not fuffer us to.apprehend any confider- 
able danger : and the juttice of the country, en- 
lightened by experience, will protect the peaceable 
citizen from lawlefs violence. But in the inter- 


courfes of private life imjuries may fill be defigned, 


* 2Pet.ii.1. + Matt.-v.22.° f$ Rom. viii. 31. 
and 
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and fometimes even inflicted, by religious bigotry, 
or party malevolence: The confcientious votary 
‘of chriftian truth maybe excluded from the circle 
of fathion, and of gaiety. Friends may frown, 
and forfake him.. Bigots may rail and calumniate. 
And a fteady, confiftent attachment to unpo- 
pular dodtrine may be an obftacle to fuccefs in a 
profeffion, to defirable connexions in life, and to 
profperity in the world. But he mut be a mean 
proficient in the {chool of Chrift, and muft poffefs 
little fteadinefs of principle, or ftrength of mind, 
who can be moved by fuch confiderations as_thefe 
from the principles and purpofes which he has 
adopted, after mature deliberation, with the full 
conviction of the underftanding, and the entire 
approbation of the heart. 


Having thus eftablithed, I truft, beyond all cone : 
-troverfy, the right and duty of thofe who profefs 
‘the worthip of the Ont Gop and ather of all, 

according to the rule prefcribed by the one me- 
diator, the man Chrift Jefus, to feparate them- 
felves from the great body of profefling chriftians, 
and to form themfelves into diftin@ focieties for 
the purpofe of conducting chriftian worfhip agree- 
ably to its primitive fimplicity and purity, fuffer 
me now, my chriftian friends, to conclude with a 
-word. of exhortation. 


In the firtt place, *A&t in this important concern 
F 2 with 
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with due deliberation.” Let your cdfiduct in thi¢ 
inftance be the refult, not of the momentitary. int- 
pulfe of paflion, but of calm difpaffionate ene 
quiry, and of fober reafoning. It will then be 
confiftent, dignified, and exemplary. | 


Further, “ Let your feparation be peaceable.” 
Give no unneceffary offence. The open avowal; 
and the refolutée defence of thofe principles which 
to us appear to be the plaineft and moft ef 
fential truths of the gofpel, will to many give 
great umbrage. This cannot be avoided if wé 
are men of integrity and honour. But let no un« 
neceffary offence be given even to the weakett 
chriftian, Do not bring forward unacceptable 
truths where. there is na profpect of doing good, 
And do not defend the moft important doctrines 
in an unbecoming manner. Ufe no harfh lan- 
guage. Let it appear that you feparate from your 
brethren from a fenfe of duty, not from a love of 
fingularity, Be not hafty to refent injuries. 
Abound in offices of kindnefs, and, “as far as 
_ lieth in you, live peaceably with all men *.” 

“ Be faithful and firm in the caufe of chriftian 
trath :” and let no fecular confideration deter you 
from profeffing what you believe, after due enquiry, 
to be the genuine dodtrine of Chrift, nor from'a&- 
ing up to the convictions of confeience.. 

* Rom. xii. 18, 
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« Let your conduct be regulated by an-adtive 
and enlightened zeal.” “A candle is not lighted 
to be pnt under a buthel *.” © The chriftian know- 
ledge which you poffefs, the mental liberty which 
you enjoy, the large and comprchenfive views 
which you have acquired, the comfort which you 
feel, the hopes which you entertain, the high and 
honourable motives by which your condu@ is go- 
verned,—thefe, it is yourduty, to the utmoftof your 
power,.to communicate to others; and to cone 
vince them as you have opporfunity, by fair ar- 
-guments, by ‘calm expoftulation, arid by exem.- 
plary condu@, how much they would gain in 
knowledge, in devotion, in virtue and in peace, 
by difearding that enormous mafs of érrors and 
corruptions with which the chriftian dorine is 
every where encumbered and difgraced, and by em- 
bracing and profeffing chriftianity in its pureft and 
fimpleft form. But let zeal, however fervent and 
active, be enlightened with knowledge, tempered 
with prudence, and adorned with charity. And 
do not by unbecoming warmth, and by unfeafon- 
able and ill-judged efforts, exafperate prejudice, 
and defeat your own virtuous defign. 


« Be thankful for liberty of confcience and for 
the religious toleration which you enjoy:” and let a 
dignified loyalty to the conftitution of your coun- 
try, and a cheerful obedience to its Jaws in all 


_ * Matt. v. 16. fi ‘ 
clvi 
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civil concerns, demonftrate, to the confufion of 
your adverfaries and calumniators, that you are 


worthy of fomething better than mere connivance, 
however liberal. 


. © Be candid to chriftians of different perfua- 
fions, and whofe creed is moft oppofite to your 
own.” Let not. every one whofe religious prin- 
ciples may appear to you to be moft obvioufly ir- 
yational and unfcriptural, be haftily branded with 
folly, perverfenefs, or difhonefty. Such is the 
debility of the human mind, and fuch the amaz- 
ing influence of early and inveterate prejudice, that 
_men of the ‘beft hearts, and of the moft enlarged 
and enlightened underftandings in other refpeds, 
have often entertained the crudeft opinions in re- 
ligion, and fuch as.in other circumftances. would 
have difgraced the underftanding of a child. Per- 
fons under the influence of religious error, are 
objects of compaflion, not of contempt, and are to. 
be treated with indulgence, not with afperity. 

“‘ Nor are thofe to be excluded from your cha- 
rity, who’exclude you from theirs.” Uncharitable- 
nefs is in fact nothing more than error carried to 
an extreme. Thefe unhappy and ‘deluded crea- 
tures really believe that your principles are falfe 
and dangerous, and therefore they think it their 
duty to fpeak evil of you, to warn others againft 
you, and, in order to exterminate your pernicious 

doctrines, 
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do&rines, to arm againft you the terrors of the 
law, or to enflame the paffions ofa furious, mul- 
titude. Meekly convince them of their error: 
enlighten their ignorance: explain your princi- 
_ ples: let them fee that you: hold no: doétrines but 
what are founded in truth, and favourable to vir- 
tue : and you will gradually difarm their violence ; 
they will deeply repent of their outrage, and will 
for the future look up to you with veneration and 
gratitude, as their moft enlightened inftructors, 
their beft benefactors, and their kindeft friends. 
But if the contrary fhould happen, if your adver- 
faries fhould remain deaf to inftruétion, and your 
generous efforts to ftem the tide of malignity and 
prejudice thould be wholly unavailing, ftill let your 
condu@ exhibit an edifying leflon of wifdom and 
of moderation. ‘ Render to no man evil for evil. 
<¢ Blefs them who curfe you. Pray for thofe who 
« perfecute you. And overcome evil with good*.” 


To conclude : “ Let your whole deportment be 
exemplary, and in all refpe&ts becoming the go- 
{pel you profefs.” This will conftitute your higheft 
honour, your trueft profperity. ‘This will prove 
the beft vindication of your conduét to yourfelves, 
to your fellow chriftians, and to your. country. 
This will filence and confound your adverfaries. 
This will confole the heart of your late highly re- 
yered paftor in his flate of exile from his native 


* Rom, xil, 14.17.21. 
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land, and under the growing infirmities of declin- 
ing years *, And this will fecure, what is of infi- 
nitely greater importance, and without which no 
undertaking can fucceed, no individual can ‘be 


happy, and no fociety can profper, the favour and 
bleffing of Almighty God, 


* Dr. Prieftley is now in his feventieth year; andithongh his 
health is of late improved, it cannot be expected, according to the. 
common courfe of nature, that his eminently ufeful exertions in 
the caufe of fcience and religion fhould be continued many years. 
He often exprefies his own expectation that he thall not long 
forvive his eft and deareft friend and fellow-labourer, who is ten 
years further advanced in life, the. reverend Theophilus Lindfey,— 
@ name that cannot be pronounced by his numerous friends, but 
with fentiments of veneration and affection, which can hardly be 
conceived by thofe who are not intimately acquainted with his 
truly primitive and apoftolical charaéter. They who are defirous 
of feeing a beautiful tranfcript.of the mind of this excellent man 
may, confult a work which he publithed laft winter, entitled 
*¢ Converfations on the Divine Government, thewing that every 
thing is from God, and for Good to all:” a work of extraordinary 
vigour, to have been written upon the verge of fourfcore. In the 
elegant language of Dr. Watts, 


His is a great, but fingle name: 
Amidft the crond he ftands ALONE. oes 
‘Stands yet: but with his flarry pinions on, 
| Drefs’d for the flight, and veady to be gone. 
To be favoured with the friendthip and correfpondence of 
fuch charafters as thefe, is 
coronets can beftow : 


an honour greater than mitres and 
and to indulge the hope of the renovation 
of fuch friendfhips in a better and happier ftate, is a fublime gras. 
tification which chriftianity only can impart. ‘ Thanks’be to 
God for this unfpeakable gift !” t 
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THE PRAYER. 


O Lorp Gop! Thy judgement are a erent 
deep. 


In the unfearchable wifdom of thy councils, 
thou haft been pleafed not only to permit a di- 
-verfity of opinions upon fubjects of great practical 
importance to prevail in the chriftian church, but 
Hkewife to fuffer that perfons who profefs to be 
‘the difciples of the meek and lowly Jefus, fhould 
hate, and perfecute, and deftroy each other for dif- 
ferences of judgement in articles of faith. | 


It is thy prerogative, O God, to bring good out 
_of evil: and where we cannot fee the end of thy 
difpenfations, we can ftill confide in thy unchange- - 
able wifdom and goodnefs,. and believe that. all 
fhall eventually iffue well. 


We are thankful for the tolerant fpirit of the 
times in which we live: that. we enjoy unmo- 
lefted that liberty of faith and of worthip, which 
our ‘pious anceftors’ defired and fought after in 

vain. We pray that this high and diftinguifhed 
privilege, may be rightly appreciated, ghaietolly 


mir Wes and duly improved. 
& Thou, 
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- Thou, O Lord, knoweft the hearts of all meri. 
Thou feeft the temper and the views with which thy 
fervants have erected this houfe to be fet apart for 
the purpofes of religious worthip and chriftian in- 
ftruction. We truft that their motives have been 
of the pureft kind, and fuch as an omnifcient God 
will approve: that thy fervants were influenced, 
not by the fpirit of party and of difcord, but by the 
; dictates of a well-informed confcience, and by a 
‘commanding fenfe of duty, that they may profefs 
the faith of Chrift, may unite in the worthip of 
the One:true God, and may: enjoy. the benefit of 
ebriflian ordinances, according to what they ap- 
prehend to be the primitive purity and fimplicity 
of the gofpel. 


And do thou, O merciful God, _ gracioufly 
vouchfafe to blefs and to profper their defign as 
far as it is agreeable to thy holy will. Here may 
the doctrine of Jefus be taught in its uncorrupted 
purity! Here may prayers and thank{givings be 
offered to the One God and Father of all, accord- 
ing to the inftructions. of his holy fervant and 
faithful meffenger Jefus Chrift! Here may chrif- 
tian ordinances be adminiftered in their primitive 
fimplicity !_ And here may the word of truth. be 
crowned with abundant fuccefs, both in the in- 
creafing numbers and exemplary conduct of the 
hearers! In this place may purity of faith and 

a, 3 ‘  fimplicity 
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fimplicity of worfhip: be uniformly accompanied) 
with correfpondent holinefs in heart and/life ! And: 
may the-profefiors of genuine: chriftianity be di- 
ftinguithed by love to God, and: good will to men! 
May all paft injuries be cancelled and forgiven! : 
May the fpirit of animofity and violence fubfide 
and vanifh.! And may there be no ftrife: among{t 
chriftians of various denominations, hut who fhall- 
beft exemplify the holy do@trine which they pro- 
fefs, by acts of kindnefs and charity, and: by zeal: 
for good works ! 


We commend to thy merciful proteCtion thine 
aged fervant, once the: paftor of this’ flourifhing 
fociety. In the diftant region where his lot is now’ 
caft, may thy providence be his fhield, and thy 
confolation his fupport ! Suftain him under the 
infirmities of declining years.. Grant him the un- 
fpeakable fatisfaétion to hear, that they, who once 
enjoyed the benefit of his chriftian inftructions, 
and whofe beft intereft lay near his heart, are ftilb 
walking in the paths of truth and virtue, and fol- 
lowers of him as he was a follower of Chriit. And 
we pray that every remaining exertion to promote 
the knowledge of chriftian truth, and the practice 
of univerfal virtue, may be crowned with fuccefs ¥ 
that thy fervant may rejoice that the evening of 
life has been employed in promoting the moral 
improvement of his fellow creatures, and may 

, G2 | triumph 
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triumph in the hope that his works fhall long con-* 
tribute to the progrefs of the knowledge and fpirit 
of the gofpel, when his perfonal fervices fhall be» 
withdrawn from the world, and from the church... 


- We pray that this chriftian fociety may be fup- 
plied from time to time, as vacancies may occur, 
with faithful “ paftors after thy own heart, who may 
feed them with knowledge and with underftand- 
ing:” and after having been fo Jong diftinguithed 
and bleft with a fucceffion of eminent and ufeful: 
teachers, fuffer them not in their prefent fituation 
to remain deftitute. May every breach be healed! 
May every wound be clofed! And may the. unity. 
of the fpirit be preferved in the bond of peace, 
and in metinpuiaes of life ! 


To thy merciful regard we commend thy fer- 
vant the late paftor of this congregation. We are 
thankful for the great acceptance and ufefulnefs, — 
of his labours in this place. We adore the fu- 
preme difpofals of divine providence in his re- 
moval from this church. We pray that. he may 
ftill be zealous, ardent, and fuccefsful in the de- 
fence and propagation of chriftian truth, piety, and 
virtue,and that the favour and blefling of the God 
of heaven may accompany, and guide, and profper 
him in all his ways. 


We 


4d. 


« We pray for our native country, dnd for the. 
peace of that government under which we enjoy 
this chriftian peace. May the king reign in the 
fear of God ! and may he be happy in the affection: 
of his family, in the love and duty of his fubjeés, 
and in the growing peace and profperity of the na- 
tion! 


ee are thankful for the happy. refloration of 
the invaluable bleffing of peace. May the favour 
_ of heaven reft upon the peace-makers! and may. 
no unpropitious event occur to kindle again the 
flames of war ! : 


- Counfel thou the king’s counfellors : and may 
they who have been chofen to be the reprefenta- 
tives of the people in the fenate of the nation, ap- 
prove themfelves worthy of their important truft, 
and the vigilant and faithful guardians of the pub- 


lic weal ! 


To the God of harveft we give thanks for the 
bleffings of the feafon, and for the unufual abun- 
dance of the fruits of the earth. May all the inha- 
bitants of the land participate with joy and grati- 
tude in the bounty of divine providence, and may 
thankfulnefs of fpirit be manifefted in righteoufnefs 
of life ! 


May the bleflings and privileges, both civil awd 
religious, 
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religious, which we enjoy, be-extended fo all the 
generations of mankind ! and may the knowledge, 
the {pirit, and the iets of the gofpel univerfally 
prevail ! 

i z 


3 Follow with thy blefling what bas now been de- 


 livered in thy prefence. Difmifs us from this place 


in peace: fulfilling the defires and petitions of thy . 
fervants, as may be moft expedient for them: - grant- 
ing us in this world the knowle dge of thy. truth, 
dndin the world to come life everlafiing. 


AND NOW, TO THE ONE, ONLY, THE LIVING, 
AND THE TRUE GOD, BE ALL GLORY, ADORA- 
TION, BLESSING, AND PRAISE, FOR EVER AND. 
EVER! AMEN. ; 


THE .END»- ~ 


ee 














BX Belsham, Thomas, 1750-1829. 
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843 -The right and duty of Unitarian Christians ° 
4 form separate societies for religious worship. 
5 A sermon, preached July 22, 1802, at the open: 


of the new Meeting-House at Birmingham ... Lot 
Sold by J. Johnson, 1802. 
6p. 22cm. 
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